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♦
“Beginnings”
♦
Call for Papers

Deadline for Submissions: 15 December 2008

Italy has had many real and symbolic beginnings since antiquity that have remained a fundamental point of reference for its subsequent political, intellectual, and cultural evolution: this year’s CICIS focuses on our need for origins, authoritative rules, and existential grounds; at the same time, it examines how such beginnings are often invented, in order to justify innovation, to reinvent the past according to the needs of the present, or to provide a mythical source for visions of the future.

Our keynote speakers this year will be: 

Professor Hilary Gatti, scholar of Giordano Bruno, recently retired from La Sapienza, and author of Giordano Bruno and Renaissance Science (2002) and The Renaissance Drama of Knowledge: Giordano Bruno in England (1989). She will be speaking on “Beginning as Negation: Giordano Bruno’s Italian Dialogues.”
Professor Catherine Brice, scholar of the creation of the Italian nation and of the Italian monarchy, who teaches at the Université de Paris XII. She is author of Rome et les Romains de Napoléon au Jubilé de Jean-Paul II (2008) and La monarchie et la construction de l’identité nationale italienne (1861-1911) (2008). She is currently working on the concept of “fraternity” and its effect on political engagement in nineteenth-century Europe.

We are interested in proposals that cover all periods from antiquity to the present, from wide variety of perspectives, including politics, literature, history, classics, art history, film studies, architecture, science, religion, and linguistics. Proposals for 20-minute papers should be abstracts of 1-2 pages, and should include name and university affiliation. All abstracts will be evaluated by the Stanford CICIS Conference Committee. Please email them to Laura Wittman (lwittman@stanford.edu) by Monday, 15 December 2008. Responses will be emailed back in January, 2009.

The following possible foci are intended to elicit proposals from participants, and should in no way be considered a limit for additional ideas. Beginnings – which resonate with the concept of “princeps,” that is, what comes first and rules – might thus include:

Artistic beginnings: literature, visual arts, architecture, music, film

The multifaceted “rediscovery” of antiquity throughout Italian history

Artistic revolutions, new genres, new media, new movements, avant-gardes (“historical,” previous, and contemporary)

Foundational moments, such as the move from polyphony to monody, and from a modal system to a tonal one, in music, or the creation of the Italian film industry, the passage from silent to sound film

Depictions of beginnings, real or imaginary, within works of art

Utopias, innovations in civic design, planned communities, or ideal histories

Linguistic
New languages, dialects, or idiolects; including the invention of a “new” Latinity by humanists, the explosion of the vernacular, and the various permutations of the “questione della lingua”

Neologisms, prefixes, incipits, prefaces

Scientific and technological
New inventions, technological advances the development of scientific theories,

and their cultural effects; including the early history of printing, early developments in scientific observation and experimentation; medical discoveries and their cultural import

Historical, political, and archaeological

Italy since antiquity; including such moments as the birth of medieval communes, the emergence of the Renaissance, the birth of academies, the reinvention of Italy in the age of Catholic Reform, the Risorgimento and its enlightenment antecedents, the emergence of the Italian nation, Fascism, the aftermath of WWII, and contemporary issues such as the creation of new immigrant communities

The idea of Rome in the development of Italian history; the idea of the Renaissance in subsequent European historiography

Philosophical, anthropological, and religious
Schools of philosophy in Magna Graecia; reflections on beginnings, origins, lost paradises; nostalgia and utopia; “Corsi e ricorsi”; ancients and moderns

Primitivism; the Southern question; Popular religion and Catholicism; the invention of new religions or the reinvention of Catholicism

New medieval religious orders; the sixteenth-century proto-Reformation in Italy; a new Catholicism post-Council of Trent; Catholic Modernism; Vatican II

♦
Travel and Lodging

Please also send a separate message, with the completed TRAVEL AND LODGING FORM (attached), to Katia Pansa (kpansa@stanford.edu) with the subject “CICIS Travel and Lodging” if you would like to request funding for all or part of your travel and lodging to attend the conference.

As in past years, we will try, as the budget allows, to satisfy requests for all or partial funding for participants who have no campus resources to make the trip. Graduate students, whether or not they plan to give a paper, will be given priority for funding; as will all participants giving papers. 

CICIS is a unique opportunity for Italianists from all disciplines in California to meet in person and foster a community: we are committed to making this conference available to as many people as possible. Please help us out by letting us know as soon as possible if you need funding.

As always, all faculty are especially encouraged to apply for funding from their own departments or campuses, as possible. Graduate students are also encouraged to apply for funding from their own campuses, when it is available. 
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Please complete this form even if you do not intend to submit a paper proposal, but wish to attend the conference
NAME:


University Affiliation:

(include department, year/faculty)
I wish to apply for funding for:

a) travel 

by car

by air

other

estimated cost

(please keep travel to as low a cost as you can)
b) lodging: 
on Friday 6 March

on Saturday 7 March

are you willing to share a room?

is there a person you are planning to share a room with?

(we will send out more hotel information as soon as we start getting your responses)
Are you planning to attend the Conference Banquet on Saturday 7 March?

Are you planning to submit an abstract to give a paper at the conference?
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